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The DPP was successful in attracting an important number of votes in the 1990s, during 

the first rounds of multiparty elections in Taiwan. Those DPP candidates who campaigned in 

favor of the country’s independence and sovereignty were the most successful ones: “In 1989, 

eight members of the New Tide Faction joined together to form the pro-independence New 

National Alliance to contest seats in the December legislative election. All eight were elected, a 

stunning accomplishment” (Rigger 2001, 124). The party was successful in “stealing” votes from 

the dominant KMT: in 1991 the DPP obtained 23.9 percent of the vote for the National 

Assembly elections, and by 1996 this percentage had increased to 29.8 (data in Taiwan-

Communiqué 1996). Following the logic of the theory of programmatic capacity, I end this 

section noting that in the 1990s the KMT adopted many of the policies advocated by the DPP: 

By the mid-1990s, all of the concrete items on the DPP’s reform agenda had been 
achieved, and the party was forced to find new issues to attract members and voters. 
. . . The KMT has tended to co-opt DPP issue positions that prove popular with voters, 
including domestic policy proposals such as national health care and foreign policy 
initiatives such as the U[nited] N[ations] bid. (Rigger 2001, 151; emphasis added) 

Turkey’s Democrat Party 

Mustafa Kemal founded the Republican People’s Party (RPP) in 1923, an organization 

that would dominate Turkish politics for a quarter of a century. The RPP was, like the PRI in 

Mexico, a conglomerate of different political groups, including the urban middle class, the state 

bureaucracy, landowners, and army officers (Ahmad 1977, 1–2). However, unlike the Mexican 

dominant party, the RPP was never able to develop a structure capable of effectively fostering 

elite collective action or incorporating the population—via corporatist arrangements—into the 

party organization. The reason for this was that, contrary to what Calles did in Mexico in 1929, 

Kemal “felt little need to develop the party organization. The [RPP] leaders did not devote 

considerable energy to opening up branches across the country. . . . Throughout the 1920s, the 
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at technological feats—from the radio, to the automobile, to the television—is almost always 

eventually lost, usually at a moment when the technology has become accessible enough to lose 

its aura of exclusivity. 

From Awe to Shrugs 

Imagining the Airplane 

Airplanes were a triumph of engineering, but in the early years of commercial flight they 

also demanded an imaginative leap on the part of anyone contemplating a trip, as Clara Lanahan 

explains in The Psychology of Flying. “Flying through the air, with nothing but a few inches of 

metal below, was nearly impossible to comprehend,” Lanahan writes.1 Airplane travel required 

humans to accept that they belonged not only on the ground, but in the air. The idea of flying 

thus evoked feelings of wonder and awe, as well as luxury, which airlines capitalized on in their 

advertisements. 

Flying as Unnatural 

Other scholars have taken up the idea that flight is so unnatural to humans that we must 

think in profoundly new ways before we adapt to the technology. For instance on his piloting 

blog Way Up There, Jackson T. Afertapian writes that “the human mind cannot fully reconcile 

itself to the thought that we could really be flying through the air, far above the ground, at 600 

mph, in an aluminum tube.”2 And Anderson Luftswaag argued in The Advent of Air: Cultural 

Considerations of Flight that in spite of its solid grounding in aerodynamic theory, flight was “so 

uncommon up to that time that the concept seemed to belong to the realm of the metaphysical or  

                                                           
1. Clara Lanahan, The Psychology of Flying (Milwaukee: Mother of Dragons Press, 1995), 12. 
 
2. Jackson T. Afertapian, “What on Earth?,” Way Up There (blog), January 12, 2013, 

http://www.wayupthere.wordpress/2013/January2018408. 
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