
320 
 

Indent 
the first 
line of 
each new 
paragraph 
half an 
inch. 

Quotations 
of five or 
more lines 
should be 
indented 
as a block. 

Single-
space block 
quotations, 
and apply a 
left indent 
of half an 
inch. 

Leave a 
blank line 
before and 
after the 
block (but 
at least 
two blank 
lines 
before a 
subhead). 

1/2 in. 

The DPP was successful in attracting an important number of votes in the 1990s, during 

the first rounds of multiparty elections in Taiwan. Those DPP candidates who campaigned in 

favor of the country’s independence and sovereignty were the most successful ones: “In 1989, 

eight members of the New Tide Faction joined together to form the pro-independence New 

National Alliance to contest seats in the December legislative election. All eight were elected, a 

stunning accomplishment” (Rigger 2001, 124). The party was successful in “stealing” votes from 

the dominant KMT: in 1991 the DPP obtained 23.9 percent of the vote for the National 

Assembly elections, and by 1996 this percentage had increased to 29.8 (data in Taiwan-

Communiqué 1996). Following the logic of the theory of programmatic capacity, I end this 

section noting that in the 1990s the KMT adopted many of the policies advocated by the DPP: 

By the mid-1990s, all of the concrete items on the DPP’s reform agenda had been 
achieved, and the party was forced to find new issues to attract members and voters. 
. . . The KMT has tended to co-opt DPP issue positions that prove popular with voters, 
including domestic policy proposals such as national health care and foreign policy 
initiatives such as the U[nited] N[ations] bid. (Rigger 2001, 151; emphasis added) 

Turkey’s Democrat Party 

Mustafa Kemal founded the Republican People’s Party (RPP) in 1923, an organization 

that would dominate Turkish politics for a quarter of a century. The RPP was, like the PRI in 

Mexico, a conglomerate of different political groups, including the urban middle class, the state 

bureaucracy, landowners, and army officers (Ahmad 1977, 1–2). However, unlike the Mexican 

dominant party, the RPP was never able to develop a structure capable of effectively fostering 

elite collective action or incorporating the population—via corporatist arrangements—into the 

party organization. The reason for this was that, contrary to what Calles did in Mexico in 1929, 

Kemal “felt little need to develop the party organization. The [RPP] leaders did not devote 

considerable energy to opening up branches across the country. . . . Throughout the 1920s, the 
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Chapter 5 

Libertas Decembrica: Singing Songs in the Christmas Season 

Everyone has some liking for those curiously-fashioned little songs which come into 
brief prominence for a season at the end of the year. . . . In the multitudinous choice of 
carols it is disconcerting to note how the same stock-pieces crop up year after year, to the 
exclusion of other and better things. We are too easily put off with the expedient in art; 
our children do not properly prepare their little programme; our choirmasters all too 
naturally reach down the old, time-worn sheets that have done duty so long. 

—Edmondstoune Duncan, “Christmas Carols” 

Christmas carols have long held an ambivalent position within contemporary culture, as 

the above epigraph suggests with its “old, time-worn sheets” of Christmas songs that “crop up 

year after year.”1 Shopping malls, dentist offices, and radio stations resound untiringly from 

Thanksgiving to Christmas with the strains of “Away in a Manger” and “Silent Night,”2 while in 

our increasingly multicultural and international communities, nonreligious holiday songs, such as 

“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” are gradually replacing sacred carols. For those, however, 

for whom the year concludes with Christmas, the familiar refrains of “We Wish You a Merry 

Christmas” and “The First Nowell” are still recalled and sung from year to year without fail, 

whether caroling in the streets, worshipping in churches, or sitting around the piano at home. 

Many of the still-performed carols and hymns can be traced back to the nineteenth century—if 

not earlier—and can be found in numerous translations and adaptations, resulting in a relatively 

limited repertory, albeit one with international appeal. While it is a rare occurrence to be able to 

connect any current carols with those of the Middle Ages or Renaissance, there is no question 

                                                           
1. Edmondstoune Duncan, “Christmas Carols,” Musical Times 55, no. 862 (1914): 687. 

2. Hugh Keyte and Andrew Parrott, eds., The New Oxford Book of Carols (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1992), 300–305 and 59–61. 
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